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What Supervisors Need to Know
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Session Objectives

Understand the GHS revisions to HazCom and 
how they affect our workplace

Recognize the revised chemical labels or SDSs

Train employees to read GHS-compliant labels 
and SDSs
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How Much Do You 
Already Know?

Under GHS, the United Nations now 
regulates workplace hazardous chemicals. 

GHS-compliant SDSs are less informative 
than material safety data sheets. 

GHS will create a safer work environment 
for us.

Chemical labels are no longer required 
in the workplace. 
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What Is GHS?

• Globally Harmonized 
System of Classification 
and Labeling of 
Chemicals

• Developed by the 
United Nations

• Being implemented 
around the world
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The Goal of GHS Amendments 
To HazCom
• Improved workplace 

safety

• Fewer exposures

• Consistent 
communications

• Greater hazard 
awareness

• Easier compliance

• Enhanced protection
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How Does GHS Change HazCom?

• Hazard classification

• Chemical labels

• SDSs

• Employee training

• Written plan
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Complying with GHS HazCom Amendments
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Hazard Classification

• Basis of effective 
communication of hazards

• Identifies specific physical 
and health hazards

• Type of hazard

• Degree

• Severity

• Categories within a 
hazard class

• Display info on labels 
and SDSs

© BLR®—Business & Legal Resources 1205



© BLR®—Business & Legal Resources 1205

Exercise

OSHA has incorporated the UN’s GHS 
into its Hazard Communication Standard

GHS will make HazCom compliance 
more difficult to achieve 

The United States is the only country 
implementing GHS 

Chemical classification requirements 
are different under the revised HazCom 
Standard 

Hazard classification is no longer 
based on physical and health hazards 
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Review Questions

Do you understand:

• Why this course is important?

• Why GHS was created?

• OSHA’s adoption of GHS 
into the HazCom Standard?

• How GHS changes HazCom?

• The phased compliance 
dates of the GHS 
amendments?

• Hazard classification?
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Hazards and Protective Measures

• Identify physical 
and health hazards 
before use

• Read container 
labels for brief 
information

• Use safety data 
sheets for detailed 
information
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Other Chemical Hazards

• Asphyxiation, 
or asphyxia

• Pyrophoric gas

• Combustible dust

• Hazards Not 
Otherwise Classified



© BLR®—Business & Legal Resources 1205

Hazard Detection and
Monitoring
• Visual appearance

• Continuous 
monitoring device

• Odor

Image courtesy of Scott Safety
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What’s on a GHS-Compliant Label?
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What’s on a 
GHS-Compliant Label? (cont.)

• Product Identifier• Supplier Identification• Signal Word
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What’s on a GHS-Compliant Label? (cont.)

• Hazard Statement• Precautionary 
Statements

• Prevention

• Response

• Storage 

• Disposal
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What’s on a 
GHS-Compliant Label? (cont.)

• Symbols convey hazard information• Eight mandatory hazard symbols used• Supplemental Information
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Container Labels

• All containers must be labeled!

• Labels are not required on:

• Pipes and piping systems

• Portable containers for 
immediate use
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Safety Data Sheets

• Replace MSDSs

• 16-section format

• Similar to ANSI MSDS
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Section 3: Composition and Information on Ingredients

Section 4: First Aid Measures

Section 1: Chemical and Supplier Information

Section 2: Hazards Identification

Sections 1–4
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Sections 5–8

Section 5: Fire-Fighting Measures

Section 6: Accidental Releases Measures

Section 7: Handling and Storage

Section 8: Exposure Controls and PPE
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SDS Sections 9–11
Section 9: Physical and Chemical Properties

Section 10: Stability and Reactivity

Section 11: Toxicological Information
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SDS Sections 12–14

Section 12: Ecological Information

Section 13: Disposal Considerations

Section 14: Transportation Information
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SDS Sections 15–16

Section 15: Regulatory Information

Section 16: Other Information
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Employee Training
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• Same requirements as pre-GHS amendments

• By December 2013:

• How to read and interpret 
GHS-compliant labels

• How to read and interpret SDSs

• Hazards of simple asphyxiation, 
combustible dust, pyrophoric gas, 
and hazards not otherwise 
classified

• Start GHS-compliant training 
when new labels and SDSs arrive
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Exercise
Which Appear on a GHS Label?

Regulatory Information 

Supplier Identification 

Pictogram 

First-Aid Information

Product Identifier

Signal Word

NO
YES

YES
YES

YES
YES
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Review

Do you understand:

• Hazard Communication 
using GHS?

• GHS Chemical Labels?

• The new safety data sheet?

• Employee training?
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Key Points to Remember

• OSHA used GHS to modify the 
HazCom Standard

• GHS provides standardized 
safety and health information

• Implementing GHS will make 
workplaces and workers safer

• GHS will make American 
businesses more competitive

• GHS means new chemical 
labels and safety data sheets


